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For each of us, our education has been an important factor in 
our personal development and a critical determinant of the 
individuals we have become. Our education is not solely 
about the knowledge, values and beliefs we have acquired 
throughout our lives, but also the skills we have developed. 
One of the most important of these skills is that of 
critical thinking. 
      
Critical thinking is the ability to use logic and deductive 
reasoning to solve complex problems or find innovative or 
creative solutions to specific challenges. It is about 
independent thinking and reasoned deliberation. 

This competition, of which we are justly proud, has brought 
together students from a number of the leading universities 
in Qatar to make use of their acquired knowledge of financial 
services and, more importantly, to exercise their critical think-
ing abilities, to address a specific subject, that of Stock Market 
Liquidity. This has required students to research, collate and 
analyse the current state of our market and, using deductive 
reasoning and creativity, propose mechanisms and ideas on 
how the trading liquidity can be improved.   

I greatly admire and am somewhat awed by the effort and 
dedication demonstrated by all of the students who took part 
in our competition this year. The quality of the research and 
the ideas they have all presented have been outstanding, and 
we are immensely grateful to all of the students for their con-
tribution and commitment and for the solutions they have put 
forward to address one of our more pressing concerns. I would 
also like to thank the Dean and faculty members from each of 
the Universities for their invaluable support and for allowing 
their students to compete.

I also commend the efforts and dedication of all of the staff of 
Qatar Stock Exchange who have given of their time and man-
aged the delivery of a very prestigious and successful event. 

Indeed, this competition has been such a success that it will 
now become an annual event in the Stock Exchange calendar. 
We very much look forward to welcoming a new batch 
of students next year to demonstrate their critical 
thinking prowess. 

Rashid bin Ali Al Mansoori
CEO & Board Member
Qatar Stock Exchange
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